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T he weavers group challenge 
for 2024 was to weave four 

napkins for a napkin exchange. 
These were then wrapped up all 
the same to keep things 
anonymous and then at our 
December meeting, we picked 
order numbers from a stocking 
and then each chose a bag of 
napkins. 

Above. Marjie with napkins by 
Cheryl. Ruthann with napkins 
by Marjie. Karen with napkins 
by Mara. Jane chose for Robin 
and she’s holding napkins by 
Sandee.

Above. Cheryl chose napkins by 
Rita and Sandee chose napkins 
by Robin.

Below. Rita chose napkins by 
Ruthann and Mara is holding 
napkins by Karen.

Weavers’ Challenge
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Some of the ideas I have heard from comments 
over this year:

1. Add to PROGRAM CHAIR job 
description to aim for programs that reflect 
goals and values we would like to embrace to 
attract artistic inspiration. Aim to evolve our 
creativity and diversity. Aim to represent study 
groups and other potential mediums we’d like 
to see.

2. Add MEMBERSHIP CHAIR job to do 
outreach in our community to expand age base and 
demographics of our membership to be part of this 
registered art district.
 3. Consider CHANGING THE DAY of our 
guild meeting from Friday to Saturday to attract 
members of different ages, and working public.
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12.7.2024       10 am – 2 pm       512 Mill St.Buena Vista, CO

Here is a picture from our November Needle Felting Workshop with The Felted Dog. Lots of cute 
owls but Christy had to make a robin! There's always that one person who has to be different!

Monarch Quilters Workshop February 2025:

Type to enter text
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January 3rd Program

Alex Jackson, a board member of the 

Mountain and Plains Fibershed, will give a 

PowerPoint presentation on Building a 

Localized Fiber Supply Chain.   Alex is a 

professional designer, sewist, natural dyer, and 

owner of Oak Apple Goods, working with natural 

fibers such as hemp, cotton, and flax. He is also a 

hobby knitter, using Colorado grown, spun and 

dyed fibers. (Click photo to link to web article 

about Alex.) 

Peggy Barnholt will be conducting a Tie Bag 

Workshop, i.e. shoulder bags made with 

men's ties. All materials will be provided but 

bring your sewing machine that can zig zag as 

well as straight stitch, various neutral colors of 

thread and a sewing needle to attach buttons and 

thread. Cost is $30 for members and $35 for non-

members.

January 3rd Workshop

https://voyagedenver.com/interview/community-highlights-meet-alex-jackson-of-h-clothing-co-llc/
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Fibershed by Rebecca Burgess was the first book we 
read and discussed in the FiberArts Book Club at our 
December meeting. We had seven members attend for a 
good discussion about the book and how it might affect 
our consumption of clothes and fibers.

For fiber available to us in Colorado, we have alpaca, 
llama, wool, yak, camel, bison, angora and maybe some 
others. We will be developing a list of local producers. In 
Colorado, it will be next to impossible to source cotton, 
silk, linen or hemp. However, we can make more informed 
purchase decisions. Buy from sustainable businesses, try 
to minimize the carbon footprint of transport as two 
ideas. Repurpose, recycle, use up. If purchasing fabric, 
look for sustainable producers. Sew, weave, upcycle or knit 
to replace garments as they wear out.

FiberArts Bookclub

Our next book:
Three Weavers by 

Joan Potter Loveless. 

This reminiscence of 
the lives and work of 
three craftswomen 
covers a period of 
some forty years. 
Joan Potter Loveless 
came to Taos in the 
early 1950s fresh out 
of Black Mountain 
College where she 
had studied weaving 
with Anni Albers. 
When she and her 
artist husband and 
baby daughter 

arrived in their Model A convertible they did not 
suspect that they would establish a relationship with 
the region that would pull them back again and 
again. Loveless's life became intertwined with that 
of her friends Rachel Brown and Kristina Wilson. 
They shared with her a love for the New Mexico 
landscape, their work as weavers and spinners, and 
the joys and sorrows of children and grandchildren.

In addition to the story of their friendship, this 
is the story of the evolution of their work--a 
relationship with wool that is unique to each weaver 
but for each intimately related to Northern New 
Mexico. As their careers developed they 
participated in craft co-ops, educational programs, 
and commercial ventures, including Tierra Wools in 
Los Ojos, New Mexico, and Weaving Southwest in 
Taos. Anyone who has ever made a living as a 
craftsperson or thought about doing so will delight 
in Joan Loveless's thoughtful evocation of this way 
of life.

Loveless beautifully captures the spirit of Taos 
valley, the texture of daily life, and the challenge of 
the creative process. Anyone with an interest in the 
culture of the Southwest or the history of the Taos 
art colony will enjoy Three Weavers.
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Welcome to My Studio
I’ve always enjoyed seeing other people’s studios or 

workshops, a glimpse into their creative inner 
sanctum. I would like to propose a new feature of our 
newsletter called “Welcome to My Studio.” I’ll start. This is 
my magical private fiber space. I have a lovely view out over 
Methodist Mountain  on my right and a similar view of Mt. 
Shavano on my left. My beloved and beat up loom is a 53” 
Glimåkra from Sweden. I’ve been wanting to learn how to 
do Finnweave and I made a valiant stab at it last year, but 
when all was said and done it turned out I had made a 
pictorial double weave. I was flummoxed and went on to 
research further. Now I am gearing up to try again after 
more studying of old swedish texts. I wish I knew a living 
person who was familiar with this technique. I am hoping I 
get it this time. I’ll keep you posted.  —Rita Leydon
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February 
Meeting: 
WEAVING 
PROGRAM by 
Sandee Jaastad and 
Cheryl Eigsti and 
friends. February 7, 
2025
Sandee and Cheryl 
will highlight different 
techniques for finishing 
woven items. There will 
be samples of the 
techniques and finishes 
will be demonstrated on 
several different looms. 
Then, members can 
practice on the looms. 
No cost.

My current knitting challenge. Design by Marie Wallin. This is NOT a relaxing design. I predict it 
will take me a couple of years to finish. The back is as important as the front. —Rita
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